Moving from Inquirer to Candidate
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This paper has been given to you so you can consider your move from an Inquirer to a Candidate for Ministry of Word and Sacrament.  Once you determine that you are ready to initiate such a move, you should contact your CPM liaison and also your church Session.

By the end of the inquiry phase, each Inquirer must demonstrate adequate promise for ministry before a recommendation to proceed to the candidacy phase can be made.  Your church Session will meet with you and make a recommendation to CPM.  Next, CPM will meet with you and make a recommendation to the Presbytery.  Finally, you will come before the Presbytery to discuss your sense of call.  Following the approval of the Presbytery, you will be asked the questions found in Book of Order G-14.0305f and be enrolled as a Candidate.

How to Initiate this Process

The Inquirer shall have completed a psychological assessment at one of the approved locations and released the results to CPM.

The Inquirer shall complete Form 5A – Application to be Received as a Candidate, submitting a copy to the church Session and to CPM.

In order to assist the Session and the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, the Inquirer shall present the following (per G-14.0303g) to his/her church Session and CPM:

1) 
a statement of his/her understanding of Christian vocation in the Reformed tradition and how it relates to his or her sense of call;

2) a statement of personal faith which incorporates an understanding of the Reformed tradition;

3) 
an analysis of at least one concept from the personal faith statement regarding what it suggests about God, humanity, and their interrelationships;

4) 
a statement of what it means to be Presbyterian, indicating how that awareness grows out of participation in the life of a particular church;

5) 
a statement of self-understanding which reflects the Inquirer's personal and cultural background and includes a concern for maintaining spiritual, physical, and mental health;

6) a statement of his/her understanding of the task Ministers of the Word and Sacrament perform, including an awareness of his/her specific gifts for ministry of the Word and Sacrament and of areas in which growth is needed.  

The Inquirer shall contact his/her pastor or clerk of Session to schedule a meeting with the Session for dialogue about the Inquirer’s readiness to move to candidacy.  The CPM Liaison attends this meeting.
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